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This protocol is designed to be part of the surgical training of Air Force physicians during their General Surgical residency at Keesler Medical Center, It provides residents with the opportunity to practice laparoscopic operative techniques in order to increase technical proficiency before they work on a human patient It augments the clinical and didactic training provided to them in the residency program while providing valuable, hands-on experience in laparoscopic surgery pertaining to the abdomen, and augments their military medical readiness skills. Twenty-two residents were trained and 5 animals used. 4. Purpose: This protocol is designed to be part of the surgical training of Air Force physicians during their General Surgical residency at Keesler Medical Center, It provides residents with the opportunity to practice laparoscopic operative techniques in order to increase technical proficiency before they work on a human patient It augments the clinical and didactic training provided to them in the residency program while providing valuable, hands-on experience in laparoscopic surgery pertaining to the abdomen, and augments their military medical readiness skills. This training protocol has been utilized for a number of years at Keesler and is very beneficial to our residents. They are given the opportunity to practice a variety of laparoscopic techniques during training labs using animal models which betters their surgical skills before proceeding to human patients in the operating room. My signature certifies that the above titled protocol has been/will be conducted in full compliance with the Animal Welfare Act and associated federal, state, and local regulations, and IACUC requirements/policies governing laboratory animal research/training. I understand that an annual progress report is required in order to maintain continuation approval and any changes in the study/methodology that will affect the animal care and/or use must be approved by the IACUC prior to implementation. If the study has never been initiated and I am requesting termination (Item 5.b. 
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